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Imagine this. You’re out for a walk one very nice sunny day. The temperature is not too 

hot and it’s not too cold. Birds are singing. You look up and the sky is the deepest purest blue 

you have ever seen. Of course, you’re wearing a mask and making sure no one gets closer to you 

than six feet. 

So, you’re having this really inspirational walk when someone calls to you. They’re 

sitting on a bench and they are also observing social distancing. And this person says to you: 

“Isn’t the sky a beautiful yellow this afternoon?” 

You look up at the sky. It’s still blue as it ever was. You politely correct the person on the 

bench. “It’s not yellow. It’s blue.” The person on the bench gets indignant. What are you? Blind? 

The sky is yellow, he insists. He tells you that it has been proven beyond a shadow of a doubt 

that, given the way that light waves from the sun refract through the Earth’s outer atmosphere, 

the sky could not possibly be anything but yellow. It’s a scientific fact, he says. Look it up. 

“I’m sorry,” you splutter. “The sky is blue.” “Prove it,” he shoots back. 

How do you “prove” something so obvious? The sky is blue because it’s blue because it’s 

blue. It’s not open to debate. All you can do is point upward. The sky is blue. Not yellow. 

The truth is, under normal conditions, the sky appears to be blue to the human eye. 

There’s no contrary argument. It’s settled. It’s been settled for millions of years. Can we please 

talk about something worth discussing? 

The “truth.” As Pilate asked Jesus, what is truth? Objective truth seems to be getting 
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more elusive all the time. It is tragically ironic that the Internet, whose inventors conceived as a 

way for everyone to have access to truth, knowledge and wisdom, seems to have made us all 

more uncertain of the world. Far-fetched crackpot theories that once were relegated to the 

shadows of public debate now spring to the forefront, complete with “facts” cited in support. It is 

confusing. It is unnerving. When everyone is asserting an exclusive claim to “truth,” whom do 

we believe? Whom do we trust? Can we believe or trust anybody? 

With all of that in mind, today’s passage from John sure seems like a welcome relief. 

Jesus says that there is a “spirit of truth.” Furthermore, Jesus is putting in a good word for the 

poor confused human race with God and asking that the spirit of truth be sent to guide us. Great. 

Now would be a good time, Jesus, for that spirit of truth to show up and sort all of this out. 

Jesus’ words here are a bit of foreshadowing for Pentecost, a church holiday we celebrate 

two weeks from now. It was on Pentecost, roughly seven weeks or so after the Resurrection, that 

the gift of the Holy Spirit blew in like a whirlwind and burned in the Disciples’ souls like 

tongues of fire. So, the good news is that the spirit of truth is already with us and has been for 

quite a long time. The bad news is that we collectively seem to have a pretty tough time listening 

for the voice of the spirit of truth. 

And maybe that’s because we’re listening for the wrong things. Jesus did not say that the 

spirit of truth would come to settle debates over the color of the sky. The “truth” that this spirit 

deals with is a transcendent truth, a truth that deals with the only thing that truly matters in the 

long run: the reality of salvation and the certainty of hope that comes from Jesus Christ. 

Everything else, as they say, is just details. 

Jesus also cautioned that the world was going to have a very hard time accepting the 
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spirit of truth. I’m afraid that has been borne out time and again. 

And right now, I’d say we need the spirit of truth as desperately as we have ever needed 

it. We may be on our own when it comes to finding our way through the half-truths, distortions 

and outright fabrications that plague the Internet right now but we can very much rely upon the 

spirit of truth. 

The spirit of truth tells us that we are loved, protected and can rely on the sure promise of 

salvation. The spirit of truth tells us that hope abounds everywhere, even when we seem to be 

having a hard time finding it. The spirit of truth tells us to have faith, trust in God and shine our 

beacons of light into the places that seem the darkest. 

 


