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I think we’ve all had experiences that felt like they were just meant to be. You meet 

someone new and just know that this person is going to be an important part of your life. You 

show up for your first day on a new job and feel like you are doing exactly what you were born 

to do. You walk into a church for the first time and instantly feel like you are at home. 

Questions of “destiny,” “fate,” or “what was meant to be” have bedeviled theologians and 

philosophers for thousands of years. If God is truly in control of everything, many ask, then what 

is the point of even trying to lead an upright and moral life? If we are destined to be morally 

righteous, they say, then we will be morally righteous. If we are destined to be sinful and 

gluttonous, they say, then we will be sinful and gluttonous. What is the point, these folks ask, of 

the Ten Commandments, the Proverbs, the Beatitudes, or any of the Bible’s other moral and 

ethical teachings? 

Those are fair questions. The Bible seems to very clear that: (a) God is in charge, and (b) 

each of us must take responsibility for our own conduct. Those two ideas may seem 

contradictory to our limited human intellect but they must be understood to work in harmony 

with one another, else one or the other would not have a place in Scripture. 

Today’s passage from Matthew might be a good starting point to understanding how both 

ideas can simultaneously be true.   

This is the first time in Matthew that Jesus foretells His death and resurrection. This was, 

as you can imagine, a pretty upsetting thing for Peter and the others to hear. It would be natural 
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for them to resist the notion that their Messiah was going to be executed. Peter is sure that there 

must be some mistake but Jesus is adamant to the point of being hostile to Peter. These things are 

going to happen because they have to happen. These horrible events are actually “the things of 

God,” strongly suggesting that God has ordained that they must happen. 

“The things of God.” Does that mean that, from here on out, Jesus is just following a 

script that had already been written? Are all of the players in the upcoming drama just chess 

pieces on a cosmic playing board, moving and speaking exactly as God programmed them? 

Could Jesus, for instance, have avoided the crucifixion? He probably could have. Jesus 

could have chosen to stay as far away from Jerusalem as He could get. He could have walked the 

straight and narrow as far as the Temple authorities were concerned and stayed out of trouble. He 

could have lived a long life and died of old age. 

He could have. But He didn’t. Jesus was born with extraordinary insight into His purpose 

and His mission. Jesus didn’t speak of His death and resurrection as things that were going to 

happen automatically but He did speak of them as things that had to happen if He were to serve 

His purpose and mission. 

Well, that was Jesus. He had divine insight that was available to Him and Him alone. We 

would expect Jesus to choose the correct path regardless of the consequences. What about the 

rest of us? Can we be trusted to walk the paths that we are called to walk? Is it not in our flawed 

nature to seek paths of convenience and comfort instead of the paths of purpose and 

righteousness? 

It sure would have been easy for Peter and the rest to scatter and go back to their old 

occupations after the death and resurrection. That certainly would have been the safest course. 
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But the Disciples chose, without giving it too much thought really, to pursue the mission which 

Jesus had given them. The same was true of Paul, who could have ignored that booming voice on 

the road to Damascus and stayed with his lucrative legal career. But he did not. 

For any of us, once we figure who we are and what we’re meant to do, there really is no 

other option. We gotta do what we gotta do. 

From a Christian perspective, I think that’s what “destiny” is all about. God gave each of 

us a set of gifts and skills. Those gifts and skills go a long way toward defining the purpose of 

our lives and the particular mission that God has in mind for each of us. If you are on a path that 

is taking you away from that purpose and the full utilization of your gifts and skills, you are 

likely to be leading a very frustrating and unfulfilling life. These gifts and skills have a way of 

making themselves known and demanding to be used in the way God intended them to be used. I 

speak from hard personal experience. In the long haul, you really can’t be anything other than 

what God meant for you to be. You can either seek your destiny or your destiny will come 

seeking you (and it won’t be very happy to have to go to the trouble). 

You are unique. You have a purpose. You have a mission. Keep learning, keep searching, 

keep seeking. Your God-given destiny will reveal itself. 

 


