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The Gospels are wonderful books and the foundations of our Christian faith but they do 

present some challenges for the modern-day reader trying to pull together some of the details of 

Jesus’ life and ministry. None of the Gospels claims to be a complete record of the life of Jesus 

(such a record would amount to thousands and thousands of pages) and none is precise as to 

dates, times, etc. It would be difficult for the Gospels to achieve that level of precision because 

the Gregorian calendar, which we use today, wasn’t introduced until 1582. 

Even so, Biblical scholars have made what seem to be some pretty good approximations 

of the timeline of Jesus’ life from birth to crucifixion and resurrection. There isn’t universal 

agreement but most believe that Jesus was crucified in 33 A.D. by our calendar and that most of 

His ministry took place during the last two years of His life, from 31 to 33. 

So, going with those numbers, I am going to make an educated guess that the passages 

Matthew we’re considering for the next several weeks report on events happening sometime in 

32 A.D. 

And there was something else besides the Gregorian calendar which was unknown in 

Jesus’ time and that is the tradition of celebrating Father’s Day, which didn’t show up in the U.S. 

until about 1908. 

So, putting all of that together, I have to admit that it is one wild coincidence that our 

Revised Common Lectionary puts today’s passage, in which Jesus says He has come to “turn a 

man against his father” and “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy 
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of me” on Father’s Day. Thank you so very much, Revised Common Lectionary. 

A literal reading of this passage, without any other context, might suggest that Jesus 

sought to abolish the notion of parenthood; indeed, Jesus might be read here as calling for the 

destruction of family life altogether. If that literal reading were accurate, then Christianity, which 

historically has prided itself on being a cornerstone of family life, would have a lot of explaining 

to do. 

Fortunately, there is much evidence that Jesus was not condemning fatherhood, 

motherhood or the nuclear family unit with these words. Jesus’ oft-declared reverence for the 

God The Father, all by itself, tells us very persuasively that Jesus revered the institution of the 

family.  

Jesus was laying down a very simple but very profound principle of discipleship. To call 

oneself a disciple, one must be willing to put the duties and demands of discipleship above all 

else. Anything that interferes must be cast aside, says Jesus. 

Jesus’ disciples were brought up in a culture where absolutely nothing counted for as 

much as the family. Who you were was defined by your family. If you were thrown out by your 

family or you chose to leave your family, you had no social standing whatever. You couldn’t just 

ride off to the next village and establish a new life. Everything, absolutely everything depended 

on your family. 

When Jesus says He has come to bring strife to families, He is saying to the disciples that 

each must be willing to make the biggest personal sacrifice imaginable if their families were 

barriers to full discipleship. These words were even more shocking to the disciples than they are 

to us today. This is the price you must be willing to pay, says Jesus. If that’s too much for you, 
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then please stay home. 

Today, the family unit is more likely to be a place of nurturance for the Christian faith 

than an impediment. Few of us are ever put to the choice of our family or our faith. But the 

principle is still very much in force: if there is something that is impeding your journey of faith 

you must be willing to give it up. Discipleship can still be a very costly path to tread. 

So, dads, relax. You are held in the highest esteem by your church, your culture and, very 

importantly, by your family. You are wonderful role models for your children (of both genders). 

You are fountains of love, wisdom, courage, strength and compassion. 

Happy Father’s Day. 

 

   


