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The year is 1941. Your name is Franklin Delano Roosevelt. You are the President of the 

United States. Your country is slowly recovering from the devastation of the Great Depression. 

The attention of the American people is understandably turned inward as most try to get back on 

their feet. Yet, you see things happening elsewhere in the world that potentially threaten 

America. 

You see Nazi Germany, having overrun France and much of Eastern Europe, now waging 

war against the Soviet Union on the ground and Great Britain in the air. You see the Empire of 

Japan continuing its war of conquest in China and preparing to assure its supply of war materials 

by attacking much of the western Pacific. You see these things and you see the clear and present 

danger to American security and interests. 

And yet . . . there is little you can do openly. You are the leader of a nation that, at that 

time, prefers an isolationist foreign policy. You are opposed by people who clamor for peace at 

any price. You are attacked, accused of being “pro-Jewish” and callously being willing to drag 

America into a war that should not be hers to wage. Many see the aid being sent to Great Britain 

as recklessly courting war. 

On Sunday, December 7, 1941, you are vindicated but it is a very bitter vindication. You 

were right. You were right along. You saw it coming and you saw it coming very clearly. You 

would give anything to have been wrong. But you weren’t. 

History tells us that people who see the truth clearly and tell it courageously are often 
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treated very poorly. In the early 1600’s, an Italian man named Galileo perceived the truth that the 

Earth was not the center of the universe and that it revolved around the sun, not vice versa. For 

his trouble, Galileo was denounced as a heretic and placed under house arrest for the rest of his 

life. I can cite many other examples of far-sighted people who spoke a new kind of truth in their 

time and were ostracized and oppressed for their trouble. 

The most relevant examples, for today’s purposes, would be the prophets of the Old 

Testament and Jesus Himself. Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah and Amos spoke truth to power and 

suffered greatly for it. Jesus, of course, was nailed to a cross for His devotion to truth. 

So, you have to wonder when Jesus says in today’s passage that anyone who receives a 

prophet will a “prophet’s reward,” if Jesus hasn’t just pronounced a curse. Far more often than 

not, a “prophet’s reward” has turned out to be scorn, personal ruin and death. If you’re going to 

challenge prevailing attitudes in your culture, be ready to face the consequences. 

One way to view the Gospels is that they detail a saga of truth-telling. Jesus said what 

needed to be said and He said it over and over again. The world was in serious need of change in 

Jesus’ day and telling the truths needed to change it entailed an enormous amount of risk. 

Today, we may not share Jesus’ divine gift of prophecy but we are nonetheless charged 

with a mission of prophecy. Jesus spoke of the coming of a kingdom of love, kindness, 

compassion, self-lessness and charity. We there yet? In some ways, I think we are closer but in 

other ways we still have a lot of work to do. We don’t face persecution or death for telling the 

truths that Jesus told but that doesn’t make the need for truth-telling any less urgent. 

The truths we have to tell are so simple, so easy to say, yet they seem very difficult to put 

into practice. It’s easy to get frustrated with the slow pace of change but we also have to remind 
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ourselves that Jesus walked the Earth a mere two thousand years ago, which is maybe five 

seconds in the grand scheme of history. Real change takes time. And real change takes prophets, 

people willing to speak the truths that must be spoken. 

How do you tell these truths to a world that isn’t inclined to listen? Sometimes we tell 

truths not with our words but with our deeds. Telling people to be kinder may fall on deaf ears 

but acts of kindness and compassion can speak volumes, even to those who want to resist that 

particular message. Don’t do as the world does; do as you wish the world to do. Don’t lecture 

people about the Gospel; embody the Gospel. 

Our church families are themselves prophetic bodies. The kind of mutual care and 

compassion that we practice at Westminster comes straight out of the prophetic teachings of 

Jesus in the Gospels. Do you want to be a prophet? Be kind in the face of cruelty. Be 

compassionate in the face of indifference. Be generous in the face of greed. Do your part in 

spreading the prophetic message of the Gospels and you just might see the world change right 

before your eyes. 

 


