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John 14:1-14 

 

I want to read one verse again from the passage we just heard. “I tell you the truth, 

anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than 

these, because I am going to the Father.” 

Anyone who has faith in Jesus can do even greater things than Jesus did. 

That is quite a statement. I remember hearing these words as a grade-schooler with a 

heavy interest in comic books and super heroes (which, as you know, I never completely lost). I 

remember thinking: “Jesus turned water to wine, healed the sick, raised a man from the dead and 

then got up and walked away after being dead for three days. If I can do greater things than that, 

I’ll be the greatest super hero ever. I can beat up invading aliens, and divert hurricanes away 

from cities, and keep buildings from falling over during earthquakes, and fly around the world 

anytime I want.” 

Of course, I was never able to do any of those things. I did jump off a brick wall once to 

see if I could fly. I escaped major injury but it still didn’t turn out well. A young boy’s 

imagination can be a wonderful thing but sometimes it’s a bit of a mixed bag. 

Okay. So we have established that having faith in Jesus does not mean that we have the 

power to perform the kinds of physical miracles Jesus performed. We can’t alter the molecular 

structure of water. We can’t wave a hand over a sick person and make them instantly well. As 

much as we wish we could, we can’t raise a loved one from the dead. And, so far anyway, 

nobody else has been raised from the dead after three days in a tomb. 
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Clearly, an eight year-old’s literal interpretation of Jesus’ promise that we of faith can do 

“greater things” than He was completely off-base. What did He mean by that? What “greater 

things” was Jesus referencing? 

Earlier in this passage, Jesus says that anyone who has seen Him has seen God. This was 

an extremely important point for John. Jesus was not an angel or an avatar or a human being 

endowed with divine powers. Jesus was God. God had taken flesh and walked among as a 

Judean peasant. Jesus never performed miracles for the sake of performing miracles. Everything 

Jesus did, from the grandest miracle to the smallest gesture of empathy and kindness, was done 

to demonstrate to us who God is, what God does and the extent of God’s eternal love. Even more 

importantly, Jesus showed us that love is not an emotion God feels. Love defines God. God does 

not exist apart from love. 

The greatest thing that Jesus ever did was to open our eyes to the true nature of God so 

that we could have complete confidence in God’s love, God’s forgiveness and God’s free gift of 

salvation. And in today’s passage, Jesus tells the Disciples that those who have faith will do 

greater things than He for the simple reason that He will have gone to God, leaving that task of 

embodying God’s nature to the Disciples and all those who would follow. 

Demonstrating God’s love through your love. Demonstrating God’s empathy through 

your empathy. Demonstrating God’s forgiveness through your forgiveness. There is nothing 

greater than any of us could ever do, even if we did have super powers. 

Right now, at this very moment in history, we have a tremendous opportunity to do 

greater things. In a world shaken by pandemic, a world desperately in need of healing and of 

hope, you can do something truly great by embodying God’s love as best you can. The tiniest 
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gesture of kindness, the most modest act of generosity, the simplest little expression of joy can 

all be truly “greater things.” The world desperately needs affirmation that God has not 

abandoned us, that God still loves us, that God still works among us. If you can give just one 

person hope in God’s love, then you will have fulfilled Jesus’ prediction that people of faith can 

do “greater things.” 

So, whatever you can do to show another human being God’s love and stay safe, pick up 

a telephone, send an e-mail or send something by good old-fashioned U.S. Mail, please do it. 

You can perform your own personal miracle. You can accomplish a greater thing. 


