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If you were with us last week, you heard me give a sermon that was itself a little parable 

on the power of parables. I made the point, and I do not retreat an inch from that point, that 

parables are stories and sometimes we preachers need to be a little bit more humble and let the 

parables speak for themselves. Parables were meant to provoke thought and imagination. 

Parables can speak in many different ways to many different people in many different situations. 

This week’s Parable of the Weeds is very similar in many respects to last week’s Parable 

of the Sower. Jesus speaks a parable to the crowd and later the disciples come to Him and ask for 

an interpretation. So, you might well ask if I shouldn’t just shut up this week and let the Parable 

of the Weeds speak for itself as I did last week with the Parable of the Sower. 

Even with Jesus’ seemingly simple parables, there are often nuances and meanings that 

would have been apparent to the people of His time and place that are not apparent to us now. 

Everything that happened in the four Gospels took place in the context of a particular culture or 

cultures. Jesus spoke in terms that would make sense to folks in those cultures. Even so, you will 

note, this is the second time in as many Sundays that Jesus had to go back and explain the 

meaning of a parable to the disciples. 

I really don’t know much about agriculture or gardening. I know that flowers are pretty to 

look at but weeds are not. I know that lettuce is good to eat but, at least to my palate, Brussels 

sprouts are not. I know that rain is good for plants but drought is not. Beyond that, I’m pretty 

much floundering. 
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On the other hand, nearly everyone in Jesus’ audience knew a whole lot about 

agriculture. Their lives and the lives of their families depended on their knowledge of 

agriculture. The scenarios that Jesus described in both the Parable of the Sower and the Parable 

of the Weeds would have been very familiar to the audience. Seeds that didn’t grow and weeds 

that choked off wheat were part of the reality of their day-to-day existence and probably showed 

up a lot in their nightmares. Jesus was talking in terms that would have been life-and-death to 

His contemporaries. 

And there is one (or at least one) important nuance in the Parable of the Weeds that 

would be very easy for those of us who have never grown wheat to miss. When the servants 

come to the owner of the field and ask if they should pull up the weeds, the owner’s response is 

interesting. “No, because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with 

them.” Better to let the weeds stay in the ground and risk the damage they might cause than to 

take the greater risk of uprooting your wheat stalks. 

Of course, Jesus was not giving the crowd a lesson in effective ways of growing wheat. 

In Jesus’ time and in the decades immediately following His death and resurrection, there was a 

lot of controversy about who should and should not be admitted into the new community of 

Jesus’ followers. Some argued for very strict standards of faith and conduct, standards that even 

the most righteous and clean-living among us might find hard to meet. Others argued that the 

whole point of Jesus’ ministry was to bring salvation and redemption to all, especially to folks 

whose track record on morality was spotty. Jesus’ counsel here was clear. Just as the intelligent 

wheat farmer knows to leave the weeds in the field until harvest, so the church should err on the 

side of inclusiveness. 
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And there’s another bit of agricultural reality I discovered while researching the Parable 

of the Weeds and that is that there were some varieties of weeds prevalent in the Middle East of 

Jesus’ time that could be hard to distinguish from wheat. If you weren’t paying attention, you 

were liable to throw out some wheat along with the weeds. 

My observation after many years of living is that we’ve all got some wheat in us and 

we’ve all got some weeds. We all have wonderful qualities and talents, and we all have parts of 

ourselves that aren’t so admirable. I sure wouldn’t want to be the one to make the judgment 

about who among us is wheat and who among is a weed. 

And that is the point of Jesus’ explanation. Don’t worry about the weeds right now. It 

will all get straightened out at harvest time. I’m not qualified to judge. You are not qualified to 

judge. But there is One who is qualified to judge and He knows all about the wheat and the 

weeds. And with Him, salvation and redemption can come even to the weeds. 


