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I am going to be very honest with you. Not that I don’t strive for as much honesty and 

clarity as possible in my preaching but in this case I think I need to be even more so. 

I have never been comfortable preaching on our Acts passage. Not because it isn’t a 

beautiful passage with extraordinary relevance for the church. If anything, my discomfort comes 

from my deep admiration of this passage. The whole point of a sermon is to help you interpret 

Scripture. But, every so often, we have a passage that defies the kind of interpretation we 

preachers do on Sunday mornings. This passage isn’t about doctrine or rules. This passage is 

about the sheer visceral experience of the presence of the Holy Spirit. It’s about the power of the 

wind, the beauty and heat of the flame, the miracle of people from different cultures speaking 

different languages who share an awesome moment of understanding. 

Sometimes, we preachers would do well to just let the story tell itself without us mucking 

about with it. 

The power of the Pentecost story lies not in me ferreting out interesting details to astonish 

you with. The power of the Pentecost story lies in the inspiration which it gives us to this very 

day and far beyond into the future to continue to carry out the mission which Jesus outlined for 

us with great clarity, as my sermon of last week noted. The Holy Spirit did not show up on only 

one occasion and perform some spectacular special effects. The Holy Spirit dwells within us all 

today and our need for the guidance of the Spirit has not diminished one tiny bit in two thousand 

or so years. 
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Some call the Pentecost story in Acts the story of the birth of the church of Jesus Christ 

and I won’t take issue with that. In that sense, today is the church’s birthday. 

If we look back over the history of the church since that amazing day in Jerusalem, we 

see that the church has gone through transformations so sweeping and powerful as to constitute 

new moments of birth. Often times, these transformations have come after major crises within 

the church, times when it may seemed that the very life of the church itself was in danger. 

I think there’s a good case to be made that we are in one of those very moments right 

now. After decades of decline in membership and attendance in the mainline denominational 

churches, we have been hit with the COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19 has cruelly forced us to 

suspend for a time live in-person worship and taken away from us the gift of direct and present 

fellowship with one another. And we know that even when it is possible once again for us to 

worship in person, we will need to observe precautions that don’t necessarily fit neatly within 

our established worship traditions. 

So, we have a choice. We can either throw up our hands and say we just can’t practice 

our faith anymore or we can be still and listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit. Friends, it’s 

transformation time again. These virtual worship services are a first step in that direction but 

only a first step. Over the next several months, we will be learning, as the church, to be faithful 

disciples in a post-pandemic world. The Spirit has always been there for the church, showing the 

way in times of transition. The church hasn’t always done a great job of heeding the voice of the 

Spirit but that doesn’t change the reality of the Spirit’s continual presence and leadership. 

We will find ways to continue and honor our most cherished traditions even in changing 

times. We will take stock of what is really important in our worship traditions and we will find 
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creative ways to practice them. We will continue to adapt and adjust within the bounds of our 

traditions. To borrow a term from football defensive schemes, we will bend but not break. 

I can’t wait to see the Westminster church community assemble again in our beautiful 

sanctuary to worship. I don’t pretend to know when that will be but it will happen. We will do 

what we have to do to protect, preserve and nurture our congregation. 

And what exactly is it we have to do? Just listen to the Holy Spirit. 

 

 


